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manyoniridge.com Manyoni Ridge Safari Lodge

Manyoni Private Game Reserve is a place with rich history, flourishing 
conservation efforts, and a remarkable window of opportunity for locals and 
international visitors alike to experience South Africa in a brand new light. 
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The Wilderness We Call Home

Protecting this heritage is an active conservation story. A story that is still being written, and one that 
forms an integral part of Manyoni Ridge itself.



In 2004, with the drop of a single cattle farm fence, Manyoni Private Game Reserve took shape for the 
first time. Since then, 17 fences have come down, the land stitched together by families who wanted their 
property to be part of something bigger. While the wildlife on the reserve roams freely, Manyoni Ridge 
Safari Lodge, as a camp, is fenced for our guests’ safety and leisure.  



Now, it is pristine African wilderness in all its forms - from endless rolling hills to vast grasslands and 
fever tree forests - that has become home to the rare and remarkable wildlife we call Africa’s heritage. 

Manyoni Ridge Safari Lodge

23 000 ha

of restored KwaZulu-Natal wilderness, a province 
boasting unique flora and fauna.

Big Five

Home to Africa’s most iconic wildlife, also boasting 
cheetah populations and over 400 bird species. 

Rhino Conservation

Home to the incredible WWF Black Rhino Range 
Expansion Project. 
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Pangolin Sanctuary

Official release site for Temminck’s ground pangolins 
rescued from the illegal wildlife trade. 



One Bedroom Villas
2 Pax I 1 Bedroom I 1 Bathroom I 150 sqm total (110 sqm under cover, incl. covered patio & terrace)

For couples, solo travellers and honeymooners who seek the privacy of their own space without losing 
the connection to the reserve around them. 



Five of the nine villas, intentionally spaced apart so that each offers an intimate, secluded sanctuary. 
This is where contemporary elegance meets the raw beauty of the African bush. 

Private boma

Private outdoor hot tub

Indoor & outdoor showers 

Extra-length king-size bed 

Air conditioning & ceiling fans

Covered patio with swing bed

Turn-down service

Private patio with bush views & floor-to-
ceiling windows

Twice-daily housekeeping I Mini bar I 
Coffee station I Safe I Complimentary Wifi

03



Two Bedroom Villas
4 Pax I 2 Bedrooms I 2 Bathrooms I 320 sqm total (260 sqm under cover, incl. covered patio & terrace)

For families and multi-generational groups, where family means belonging. 



Three of the nine villas, built around a different kind of togetherness. A space where families can wake up 
together to the birdsong of the bush, and everyone still has a door to close when the day catches up with them. 

Private boma

Heated private plunge pool 

Two full en-suite bathrooms

Private patio with panoramic bush views

Choice of an extra-length king-size bed or 
twin beds for both bedrooms

Indoor & outdoor showers 

Air conditioning & ceiling fans

Covered patio with swing bed

Turn-down service

Freestanding bathtub

Twice-daily housekeeping I Mini bar I 
Coffee station I Safe I Complimentary Wifi
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Honeymoon villa
2 Pax I 1 Bedroom I 1 Bathroom I 150 sqm total (110 sqm under cover, incl. covered patio & terrace)

For the romantic travellers looking to celebrate life’s grandest milestones away from the crowds.



One standalone villa built to connect directly with the property’s surroundings. Set away from the remaining 
villas on the property, the Honeymoon Villa is a space where couples, new and old, can connect with one 
another and enjoy the luxuries that the bush has to offer. Away from the noise and at one with nature. 

Accommodates up to two adults & one 
child sharing at 50% of the adult rate.

Premium views overlooking the waterhole

Extra-length king-size bed 

Indoor and outdoor showers

Freestanding bathtub

Private boma

Private outdoor hot tub & spa bath

Covered patio with swing bed

Air conditioning & ceiling fans

Twice-daily housekeeping I Mini bar I 
Coffee station I Safe I Complimentary Wifi
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Where Everyone Gathers: 

Food & Dining

Main Dining Room

Our elegant dining area offers intimate seating at separate 
tables, with the option of a long communal table for larger 
groups. The surrounding windows ensure you never miss a 
moment of the bush spectacle, even during meals.

Intimate separate seating, long table option for groups, 
bush views, seasonal menus.

Boma

We have given special care and attention to our Boma and 
the experience within it. It is tradition but it is also much 
more than that. A fire has a way of taking us all back to our 
roots, keeping us present, and creating connections 
through shared stories.

Fireside dining, authentic South African cuisine.

Starlight Terrace

Extending out into the landscape, our expansive Starlight 
Terrace offers uninterrupted views across the reserve. 
Furnished with comfortable seating and shaded areas, it is 
the perfect spot for game viewing, bird watching, or simply 
soaking in the African atmosphere. For evening dinners or 
colder sundowners, fireplaces provide warmth and ambiance. 
A waterhole located nearby attracts regular wildlife visitors.

Expansive terrace area, comfortable seating, shaded & 
sunny areas, fireplaces for warmth, waterhole views, 
binoculars provided, perfect for sundowners & dining.

Manyoni Ridge Safari Lodge

Boma dinners, sundowners and fire-lit evenings 
form an integral part of our dining experience and 
are thoughtfully balanced throughout each stay. 
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wellness in the wild:

our spa & fitness centre

spa services

Our spa offers restorative treatments that draw inspiration 
from the African landscape and use natural, locally sourced 
ingredients. Treatments can be enjoyed in the privacy of the 
villas or at our dedicated spa facility.

African-inspired treatments, massages & body treatments, 
natural ingredients, in-villa options available, couples 
treatments, professional therapists.

fitness centre

Our fitness centre is fully equipped by Technogym and 
allows guests to maintain their fitness routine by providing 
everything they need to stay active during their getaway, 
whether they prefer cardio, strength training or mat-based 
practices.

Treadmills, stationary bike, free weights, yoga mats, bush 
views, open daily.

Sauna & Cold Plunge

Experience the rejuvenating benefits of contrast therapy: a 
traditional wellness practice that promotes circulation, aids 
muscle recovery and provides a deeply relaxing experience. 

Dry sauna, cold plunge pool, contrast therapy benefits, 
muscle recovery, relaxation & wellness, private sessions 
available, bookings essential. 

Manyoni Ridge Safari Lodge

Stay active, unwind and reconnect in our 
specialised wellness spaces, complete with 

the sounds and scents of the bush as backdrop. 
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Closer Than A Game Drive: 

Our Experiences

Zululand Rhino Orphanage

2-3 hour duration  | Minimum age: 6 years

The Zululand Rhino Orphanage is the only specialised 
rehabilitation facility in Zululand dedicated to the care 
and protection of orphaned rhinos. As a conservation 
project that is particularly close to the hearts of our 
founding family, Manyoni Ridge is deeply committed to 
supporting this facility and enjoys few things more than 
arranging for guests to visit. 



This experience invites guests to witness this remarkable 
conservation project firsthand and gain intimate insight 
into the critical work being undertaken to protect one of 
Africa’s most endangered species.

Manyoni Ridge Safari Lodge

Rhino Horn Trimming 

2-3 hour duration | Minimum age: 6 years |  
Photography Opportunities

Experience this rare and meaningful conservation activity 
by observing the process of rhino horn trimming, an anti-
poaching initiative that helps protect rhinos by removing 
the incentive for poachers, while causing no harm to the 
animals.



Guests are invited to join our conservation team during 
this carefully managed procedure, understand the science 
behind it and grasp the lengths we go to in safeguarding 
these magnificent creatures.
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All conservation experiences are subject to 
availability, reserve operations, wildlife manage-
ment requirements and applicable age restrictions.

Pangolin Experience

2-3 hour duration | Minimum age: 12 years | 
Seasonal activity

Manyoni, in partnership with the Zululand Conservation 
Trust, serves as a release site for Temminck’s ground 
pangolins rescued from the illegal wildlife trade. 



Guests are invited to join the Wildlife Management Team 
on a pangolin monitoring session and follow their tracks 
in the wild.

Manyoni Ridge Safari Lodge

K9 Unit Training  

1.5-2 hour duration | No minimum age

The chance to meet the four-legged heroes of Manyoni’s 
anti-poaching efforts. Our K9 Unit Training Experience 
gives guests behind-the-scenes access to the dogs and 
handlers who work tirelessly to protect our wildlife.  

Guests watch training demonstrations, learn about the 
specialised skills these remarkable dogs possess, and 
understand the vital role they play in wildlife protection, 
offering insight into the cutting-edge approaches being 
used in modern conservation. 
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Bespoke Bush Experiences: 
Photographic Safaris 

The perfect fit for travelers chasing the 
photo that sits on the wall of their home for 
years to come.



With a specially fitted photography safari vehicle and 
professional guides who share this passion, Manyoni 
Ridge offers a world-class photographic safari 
experience. 



We understand that the best image is often the one 
you waited an extra twenty minutes for, and we love 
being a part of making that happen. 

Professional photographic guides

Camera and lens rental available on-site

Computer stations for immediate SD card 
uploading and clearing

Professional software and assistance to help 
with editing

Manyoni Ridge Safari Lodge
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Conservation: 

Stepping Into Purpose

When Noel Otto and his family first became involved with Manyoni, rhino poaching was escalating across 
the country and pangolin numbers were in sharp decline. Noel noticed that the conservation frontline was 
doing extraordinary work, but it needed sustained support. Ad hoc donations can only go so far; an 
enterprise that is rooted in the land it is built to protect could have a greater, longer-lasting impact. 



That was the spark that gave way to Manyoni Ridge and the guiding light that continues to shape every 
chapter in our story. When Noel first left the boardroom for the bush, he stepped into something much 
bigger than a beautiful piece of Africa. He stepped into purpose. 



Manyoni Ridge was not built to be another luxury safari lodge. It was built to be a legacy - of protecting 
the wilderness we love and all who call it home. 




For years, KwaZulu-Natal's rhino story was dominated by poaching, and that perception understandably 
remains. However, the reality has changed. 



Between 2023 and 2025, recorded rhino poaching in KwaZulu-Natal declined by 
approximately two-thirds according to figures published by South African National Parks 
in early 2026.  



Manyoni Ridge Safari Lodge
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Our Philosophy
We deliver a personalised, boutique bush experience.

To us, luxury means so much more than world-class amenities or greeting our guests by name. It means 
generosity, attention, effort and care, that we extend boundlessly to our guests. It is having their favourite 
cocktail ready on arrival, or sourcing a wine that holds sentimental value to the couple.

We believe that a truly meaningful experience values quality over quantity. An itinerary with us does not try to 
squeeze as many activities as possible into a couple of days. It is intentionally curated to recommend 
experiences to each guest that will help them achieve what they seek from their getaway.

Are they looking for deep rest and space to unwind? If so, we will recommend extended treatments at our 
wellness centre, or suggest serving dinner in the intimacy of their villa.

Are they curious and want to learn as much as possible? If so, we will curate an itinerary of conservation 
activities based on their interests and the length of their stay, or have their guides dive deeper into 
explanations and stories during game drives. 

Luxury at Manyoni is our guests feeling seen, being known, and experiencing an unrushed 
getaway tailored to their needs. 
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We are building a legacy that comes with a lodge. 
Not the other way around. 

We love this land. The bush was our childhood, our home, our space to reconnect - with nature, with 
family and with ourselves. 

We want to share this experience with others because we believe that 
doing so will awaken the wild in their hearts, as it has done for us. 

We hope that people will experience the wild freedom of being completely immersed in nature, with no 
boundaries between them and the African bush. That they will feel the soul-deep restoration offered by 
stillness and a slower pace. Through this, we hope that a commitment to protect the wonder of this 
wilderness through lasting impact, will start growing in their hearts as well.  

We want to invite our guests and business partners to be part of a story that is so much bigger than a trip; to 
become custodians who give back to the land, wildlife and communities we share our home with. 

Every chapter in the Manyoni Ridge story is guided by two questions: 

Does this honour the wilderness it stands in? 

Does this leave something better behind for the people and wildlife who call it home?
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Practicalities:

Getting to Manyoni Ridge

Via an international flight: 



Arrive at OR Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg (all airlines)

Arrive at King Shaka Airport, Durban with Emirates (currently the only non-African 
long-haul direct route)



Guests already on a South African itinerary: 



An easy, scenic drive or short charter from Durban or Richards Bay 

Manyoni Ridge Safari Lodge

Airport Details

~15km; 1km on tar 
road, 2km on dirt 
road to reach the 
most northern gate

King Shaka, Durban

All flight options

~3 hrs drive, ~300km 
to Manyoni Ridge

Mkuze Airstrip

Charter planes only

OR Tambo, Johannesburg

All flight options

~6 hrs drive, ~480–500km 
to Manyoni Ridge
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Practicalities:

When To Stay

Manyoni is a year-round safari destination, 
but the dry winter months (May to 
September/October) are traditionally best 
for game viewing. During this period, the 
grass is shorter, foliage thins out and the 
region is dry, concentrating game around 
water sources, while cool, cloudless days 
make for comfortable, productive drives. 

In the summer months (roughly November to 
March), annual rainfall arrives, usually in the 
form of short, heavy afternoon thunderstorms 
that clear quickly, though occasional all-day 
rain and high humidity occur at the height of 
summer. This green season is prime for seeing 
newborn animals, and for birding, when 
migratory species arrive.

As a warmer, dry escape for winter safaris, Zululand offers a 
comfortable experience with mild temperatures, all during peak 
game viewing season.

Manyoni Ridge Safari Lodge

Weather Details

Season 

Spring (Sept-Nov)

Summer (Dec-Feb)

Autumn (Mar-May)

Winter (Jun-Aug)

Morning / Night Low 

15-17 °C (59-63 °F)

18-19 °C (64-66 °F)

13-17 °C (55-63 °F)

11-12 °C (52-54 °F) 

Afternoon High

26-28 °C (79-82 °F)

31-32 °C (88-90 °F), peaks higher

27-31 °C (81-88 °F)

23-24 °C (73-75 °F) 
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Opening March 2027

Training sessions available on request



+27 82 892 0598

enquiries@manyoniridge.com

www.manyoniridge.com Visit our Linktree
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